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Monroe County's share of the Endow Iowa Fund, a one-half of one percent fund created out of the state's gambling revenues, was $66,000 in its first year of existence. Under the law, the Monroe County Iowa Community Foundation, which oversees the funds, had to place 25 percent of the money into a permanent endowment fund and disperse the remaining money to qualifying organizations for educational, recreational, cultural and civic projects.


The money will go annually to the 85 Iowa counties that do not have a gambling facility.


The foundation board met June 12 to review grant applications and award grants. Following are the grants approved:


Monroe County Sports Complex, lighting project, $3,900; Albia Area Chamber of Commerce, additional remodeling on its building, $7,226.32; Monroe County Extension, entrance work at the fairgrounds, $500; Lovilia playground project, $7,000; Lovilia Community Building remodeling, $3,500; Monroe County Conservation Board, nature center at Lake Miami, $7,500; Albia Pre-school and Daycare Center, new playground equipment, $3,919; Monroe County Helping Hands Center, freezer and capital improvements, $6,000; Ragtime Industries, hiring of a special needs person to do beautification around the square. 

The total amount paid out was $41,645.32.

All nine applications were awarded money.  Foundation board member, Dave Johnson, said that next year the county’s share of gambling proceeds would be 8/10th of one percent and about $100,000 would come into the county.  He said about $75,000 would be available for new projects.
