
Grants Available to Monroe County Projects Through $63,600 State Award

The Monroe County, Iowa Community Foundation has received a $63,600 state award for countywide grantmaking and endowment building.  The payment is a result of legislation (House File 2302) passed in 2004 by the Iowa General Assembly.

The legislation which was part of several incentives to promote the formation and development of county foundations in Iowa, provided that one half of one percent of the gross receipts of gambling be targeted to non-gaming counties who established countywide community foundations.  There are 85 non-gambling counties in Iowa who will be splitting over $5.4 million to jump start local philanthropic activities in their county. 

Foundation President Kevin Kness noted that the funding received must be spent in specific ways.  Most importantly, the funding must be allocated for eligible non-profit purposes in Monroe County.  Some projects sponsored by local governments could also be eligible.  Specifically, 75% of the funding must be allocated to non-profit projects.  The remaining 25% is placed in a permanent endowment fund, intended to attract other donations and provide a permanent source of funding for charitable projects throughout the county.  Approximately $40,000 will be available for grants in this cycle.  Since this is a permanent program with annual appropriations, the Foundation will have another grant round in late fall.  The deadline for the first round is May 15, 2006.

Nonprofit charitable organizations interested in applying for a grant from the foundation should contact:  Dave Johnson or Dan Tometich at the Foundation office located at 1 Benton Avenue West or call 932-7233.  A complete application package and general information concerning grant opportunities can also be accessed on the web at www.albiaindustrial.com, click on the “Community Foundation” link and then click on “2006 Grants”.
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